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of Representatives. This represents the first
critical step on the road to U.S. implementa-
tion of the Agreement. I hope to win ap-
proval of the implementing legislation next
week by the United States Senate. The other
signatory parties, Canada and Mexico, are
completing their ratification procedures.

‘‘This is an historic occasion. The NAFTA
will benefit all the people of our hemisphere.
It manifests the confidence and optimism
with which the United States and our imme-
diate neighbors face the future. It epitomizes
our dedication to the development of a coop-
erative and prosperous post-Cold War world
based on open and dynamic economies, a
clean environment, protection of workers’
rights and expansion of democracy.

‘‘The NAFTA will capitalize on the tre-
mendous opportunities which reforms in
Mexico and elsewhere in the Americas have
given us to open the way to trade liberaliza-
tion throughout the hemisphere. As we link
our economies we not only will increase the
efficiency of production in each country but
also will create new, better quality jobs and
improve the entire hemisphere’s competi-
tiveness in the global marketplace. The
NAFTA will set the stage for freer trade and
sustainable, more equitable economic devel-
opment throughout Latin America and the
Caribbean for the benefit of our combined
populations of 700 million. It will also give
an enormous boost to our efforts to complete
the GATT Uruguay Round so we can con-
tinue to expand the global economy.

‘‘I am grateful for the hemisphere-wide
backing the NAFTA enjoys. Your expressions
of support, both individual and issued collec-
tively through the Organization of American
States, the Rio Group, the Caribbean Com-
munity and the Meeting of Central American
Presidents have helped me convey to the
people of the United States the commitment
of Latin American and Caribbean nations to
opening their markets so that freer trade may

benefit all. I am proud to have your support
in this historic endeavor and I look forward
to working with you to make freer trade
throughout this hemisphere a reality.’’

Nomination for a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Export-
Import Bank of the United States
November 18, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate Maria Luisa M. Haley to
be a member of the Board of Directors of
the Export-Import Bank of the United
States.

‘‘I have been very impressed with Maria
Haley’s work over the years, as an aide to
me here at the White House, and working
for our Industrial Development Commission
in Arkansas,’’ said the President. ‘‘I expect
that she will continue to do well on the Ex-
port-Import Bank Board.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for United States
District Court Judges
November 18, 1993

The President today nominated two U.S.
district court judges for Louisiana: Tucker
Melancon for the Western District, and
Helen ‘‘Ginger’’ Berrigan for the Eastern
District.

‘‘I have pledged to the American people
that I would appoint Federal judges commit-
ted to public service,’’ said the President. ‘‘In
Tucker Melancon and Ginger Berrigan, the
people of Louisiana will have just that.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien of Canada in Seattle
November 18, 1993

NAFTA
Q. [Inaudible]—resolve your differences

on NAFTA?
The President. Well, I wouldn’t say we

resolved them all, but we had a very good
meeting, and we agreed that our respective
trade representatives would get together, Mr.
MacLaren and Ambassador Kantor, and try
to work through the issues in a timely fash-
ion. And I feel comfortable that we’ve set
up a good process. We’ve identified what the
points of concern are, and I think we’ve got
a good shot to work it out.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, can you resolve
the issues now without completely reopening
NAFTA?

Prime Minister Chrétien. That debate is
going on at this time. We’ve discussed the
nature of the problem and we tried to find
a way to solve the problem. I guess we could,
but I’m not sure. That’s why, you know, we’ll
have to reflect on the nature of the problem,
and we have only a few weeks to make a
final decision because proclamation is for the
first of January. But I’m confident that they
seem to understand our position and under-
stand the American position, too. So, yes, I’m
optimistic that we can find a solution. The
technique is something to be worked on, and
we’ll find a solution. There is always a solu-
tion to a problem.

Q. What are the—problems?
Prime Minister Chrétien. For us, we talk

about a clear definition of what is subsidy
and what is dumping and counterbidding.
We want to have rules on that; it’s extremely
important for us. So we’re debating that at
this moment, how can we find the process
to solve this problem and discuss other issues
like water and so on. We hope to find the
proper solution in the weeks to come.

Trade With Japan and China
Q. Mr. President can you coax China and

Japan to open their markets to U.S. prod-
ucts?

The President. We hope so. That’s one
of the things we’re working on here. And in
a larger sense, both Canada and the United
States being the sort of Western partners in
this Asian-Pacific economic group, we want
very much to continue to buy from those
Asian countries, and we want them to buy
our products. We want to build a free trading
relationship that will support the growth of
Asia and support jobs in our nations. Both
of us are very excited about it. We’re happy
to have this meeting here being hosted in
North America.

Prime Minister Chrétien. We want to re-
assure them, too, that what is happening in
North America at this moment, it’s not a bloc
that will become protectionist. It’s very im-
portant that they understand that now we
want to expand trade with the other nations
in the Pacific, because there will be more
wealth around the world, more jobs for the
people who are seeking jobs—United States
and Canada.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 9:15
p.m. at the Westin Hotel. This exchange was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 19. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Proclamation 6626—National
Children’s Day, 1993
November 18, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s children are at once our most

precious national resource and our most
weighty responsibility. They represent our
future hopes and aspirations. By empowering
and supporting America’s families today, we
can make a more secure world for all Ameri-
cans tomorrow.

Millions of America’s children grow up in
stable and loving families. At the same time,
an alarmingly high number of our youth do
not have the benefit of such security; many
grow up hungry, neglected, or abused. Far
too many reach adolescence having experi-
enced painful episodes of physical, mental,
or emotional mistreatment that have long-
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